
VOL. XVIII NO. 01 ISSN 1655-0051 P 8.00Spetember 7 - 13, 2020

Entered as 
second class
mail matter

at Imus,
Cavite Post

Office under
Permit No.

2C-14-03-152

 CAVITE DIGEST is an English-Filipino weekly newspaper 
of general circulation, is published every Monday.  Entered as Sec-
ond Class Mail Matter at Post Office under Permit No. 2C-14-03-152. 
Commercial Advertising Display Rate: Php 200.00 per col. cm Legal 
Rate: Php160.00 per col. cm.  Subscription Rate: Php 416.00 per year

EDNA B. CUYNO
Publisher

MARK DAVID P. OCTAVIO             
Editor                       

OFFICE ADDRESS: Perpetual 7, Palico 4, 
Imus, Cavite * Contact No. (046) 6863126

MEMBER:

PRIME ALLIANCE OF
 PUBLISHERS, EDITORS 

AND REPORTERS (PH) INC.

ATTY. JOSE J. TORREFRANCA
Legal Consultant

The City team actu-
alized this year’s theme, 
'Breaking Barriers to-
wards a Liberating Jour-
ney in School Sports,' as it 
brought home 37 gold, 38 
silver, and 31 bronze med-
als. Aside from ruling the 
basketball event, the City 
team also finished other 
sports events with victory.

The Elementary 
level fastened the events 
of Athletics, Gymnastics, 
Swimming, Taekwondo, 
And Tennis Events with 
ten (10) gold medals. 
Meanwhile, the secondary 
level tallied with 27 golds 
as they ruled the Taekwon-
do, Arnis, Athletics, Box-
ing, And Chess Events. 
Furthermore, the team 
from Alternative Learning 
System (ALS) bagged one 
(1) gold and two (2) silvers (Turn to page 3) (Turn to page 2)

City Government of Imus

City Government of Imus
DILG Secretary 

Eduardo M. Año said that 
public mass transportation, 
unfortunately, has become 
vulnerable to coronavirus 
transmission despite the 
health protocols in place 
which is why walking and 
biking must be encouraged 
for they “present less con-
tact among the populace 
leading to less opportuni-
ties for infection.”

“Data from the 
ground show that the pub-
lic transport system can 
be a breeding ground for 
COVID-19 transmission 
kaya patuloy ang ating pa-
ghikayat sa mga LGU na 
magtayo ng walking paths 
at bike lanes. 

Nagsagawa ang mga kawani ng City Agriculture Office sa pangunguna ni G. 
Allan Chua at mga tauhan ng City Market Administrator ng pagbabantay presyo para 
sa iba't ibang pangunahing kalakal na pang-agrikultura at pangisdaan sa Zapote Mar-
ket. Ang impormasyon na kanilang nalakap ay magiging basehan ng Kagawaran ng 
Pagsasaka R4a at Regional Bantay Presyo Monitoring Team sa pagsuri ng mga presyo 
at kalakaran sa mga kalakal agrikultural at pangpangisdaan. Source: CityGovtBacoor

City Government of Bacoor

The public should consider active transport, such as 
walking and biking, as alternative modes of transpor-
tation amid the COVID-19 crisis according to the De-
partment of the Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
as it urges local government units (LGUs) to construct 
protected biking lanes and walking paths as part of the 
recently signed Joint Administrative Order (JAO) 2020-

Moving up four 
notches from 54th in 2019 
and scaling up by 23 steps 
from the 73rd ranking in 
2018; the GII 2020 report 
shared that the Philippines 
performed on innovation 
above expectations for its 
level of economic devel-
opment for the second con-
secutive year.

The country ranked 
41st in terms of innovation 
outputs from 42nd in 2019 
and 68th in 2018. Also 
this year, the Philippines 
jumped to rank 70th in in-
novation inputs from 76th 
in 2019 and 82nd in 2018.

The Philippines, 
likewise, scored high in 
all seven (7) GII pillars 
which are above average 
for the lower middle-in-
come group, coming in 
at rank 4th among the 
29 lower middle-income 
group economies. The oth-
er pillars and their respec-

The long wait is finally over. The Philippines rose to rank 50th in the Global Innovation Index 2020, a symbol of hope for the 
country that is currently fighting the pandemic brought about by COVID-19. This is indeed a remarkable performance for the country 
considering there were 131 economies ranked in 80+ indicators grouped into innovation inputs and outputs and the Philippines was in 
rank 100th way back in 2014.

tive ranking of the Phil-
ippines are the following: 
knowledge and technology 
outputs (26th), business 
sophistication (29th), cre-
ative outputs (57th), in-
frastructure (63rd), market 
sophistication (86th), hu-
man capital and research 
(86th), and institutions 
(91st).

Furthermore, the 
Philippines, together with 
other three economies 
namely China, Vietnam, 
and India, made the most 
significant progress in the 
GII innovation ranking 
over time.

Innovation in vari-
ous fronts

According to the 
GII 2020 report, the Phil-
ippines stood out in the 
areas of innovativeness of 
its business sector and the 
innovation outcomes pro-
duced by its investments, 
with the levels of outcomes 

that even surpassed some 
high-income economies.

Compared to oth-
er economies in South-
east Asia, East Asia, and 
Oceania, the Philippines 
performed above average 
in the pillars of Business 
sophistication and Knowl-
edge and technology. 
This overall performance 
earned the Philippines rank 
11th among the 17 econo-
mies in the said region.

The Philippines was 
also cited to be well-in-
tegrated into the global 
trade, being tagged as top 1 
in rank in High-technology 
imports, 3rd in High-tech-
nology exports, and 8th 
in ICT services exports. 
Further on, the Philippines 
was rank 10th in the Cre-
ative goods exports.

As the tale of the 
tape unfolded, the report 
disclosed that the country 
performed beyond expec-

tation as it grabbed rank 
6th in Productivity growth, 
rank 7th in Firms offering 
formal training, and rank 
8th globally in the area of 
Utility models by origin.

For the Human cap-
ital and research pillar, 
the Philippines posted 
rank 22nd in the catego-
ry of tertiary education in 
terms of graduates in sci-
ence and engineering. The 
DOST may be considered 
as vital contributor to this 
pillar with its scholarship 
programs like the Accel-
erated Science and Tech-
nology Human Resource 
Development Program 
(ASTHRDP) and the Engi-
neering Research and De-
velopment for Technology 
(ERDT) being implement-
ed by the DOST-Science 
Education Institute.

The country’s inno-
vation profile shows top 

DILG looks to 
support biking 
as alternative 
transportationCountry ranks 50th in global innovation index 2020
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BENTE PLUS TAPSIHAN
affordable delicious meals

For bulk orders please contact: 
09063343266 / 09297215007

(From page 1)
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Upang matulungan ang ating mga paaralan ngayong panahon ng pandemya, 
patuloy ang ating Project EMMANUEL.

Bahagi ng programa ang pamamahagi ng e-learning equipment sa bawat pam-
publikong paaralan sa lungsod.Naniniwala tayo na malaki ang maitutulong ng edu-
kasyon para sa paglinang ng kakayahan at paghubog sa magandang kinabukasan ng 
bawat mamamayang Imuseño. #BAYANihan na! Sama-sama. Tulong-tulong.

City Government of Imus

PROJECT EMMANUEL

Alinsunod sa kampanya laban sa illegal drugs ng Bacoor City Police Station, 
nagsagawa ng buy bust operation ang SDET kasama ang PDEA kahapon sa Niog 3. 
Ito ay nagdulot sa pag-aresto sa 14 na drug personalities. 

Kabilang sa mga suspects na nahuli sina Christopher Quilao y Bunag, Dennis 
Gervacio y Estupin, Louie Diaz y Austria, Mariano Realce y Flores, Romeo Salvador 
y Mercader, Rizaldy Galan y Sumligod, Rizaldy De Castro Y Estupin, Gregonito 
Estupin Y Cunanan, Froilan Sarmiento Y Ho, Gandi Lim Y Lucas, Rechie Pascual Y 
Regaleza, at Arvin John Lopez Y Silvallana.

Nakasamsam ng illegal drugs na nagkakahalaga ng Php 578,000.00.
Ang mga naarestong suspects ay dinala sa Bacoor City Police Station  habang 

ang nakumpiskang item ay dinulog sa Cavite Provincial Crime Laboratory Office.

City Government of Bacoor

BUY BUST OPERATION

Ito po ay para mati-
yak din na ligtas ang mga 
mamamayan sa kanil-
ang paglalakad o pagba-
ba-bike,” Año explained.

“At ngayon nga na 
we have signed a JAO with 
other agencies, we urge the 
LGUs to see this as an ur-
gent matter para magamit 
na agad ng mga tao,” he 
added.

Año said that the 
DILG recently signed JAO 
2020-0001 with the De-
partment of Health (DOH), 
Department of Transporta-
tion (DOTr), and the De-
partment of Public Works 

and Highways (DPWH) 
“to address the limited 
transportation options for 
essential travel and curtail 
transmissions in public 
transportation.”

He said that the JAO 
urges NGAs and LGUs to 
construct protected bicycle 
lanes and walking paths 
and supportive infrastruc-
ture like bicycle racks and 
changing rooms to encour-
age walking and cycling.

“The COVID-19 
crisis is pushing us to be 
adaptive at itong paglal-
agay ng mga bike lane 
at walking path ay isang 
paraan ng pagtugon natin 

sa mga hamon ng pande-
myang ito kaya sana ay 
makuha natin ang pakiki-
isa ng mga pamahalaaang 
lokal,” he said.

The JAO also pro-
vides minimum public 
health standards for active 
transport users, such as 
the use of face masks and 
physical distancing.

DILG Undersec-
retary and Spokesperson 
Jonathan E. Malaya said 
that active transport is a 
welcome addition and a 
supplementary mode of 
transportation, which, ac-
cording to him “hits many 

(Turn to page 4)

DPWH rushes completion of Villa-
mor Air Base Quarantine  Facility, 

2 other facilities in Pasay City
A 72-bed capacity 

COVID-19 quarantine fa-
cility at the Villamor Air 
Base in Pasay City is being 
fast-tracked for completion 
by the Department of Pub-
lic Works and Highways 
(DPWH).

Public Works and 
Highways Secretary Mark 
A. Villar said that the con-
version of 18 container 
vans into 72-unit room iso-

lation facility is ongoing 
as part of the 23 additional 
facilities being implement-
ed by DPWH to augment 
COVID-19 bed capacity in 
Metro Manila. 

“As of now, 15 con-
tainer vans were delivered 
on site and we have ac-
complished 45 percent of 
the project,” said Secretary 
Villar.

DPWH National 

DILG looks to support biking 
as alternative transportation

Capital Region is also con-
verting 40 container vans 
into a 160-unit room quar-
antine facility near WMall 
along Macapagal Avenue 
in Pasay City which is now 
75 percent completed.

Another project 
which will have 276 cu-
bicles, and five (5) nurs-
ing stations is ongoing at 
the Folk Arts Theater. The 
project is. Source: DPWH

The Department of 
Health (DOH) today re-
ported that the Bayanihan 
to Recover as One Act or 
Bayanihan 2 has allocated 
about PHP 53.48 billion-- 
almost half of the 165 bil-
lion stimulus package--for 
the support of healthcare 
workers (HCWs), sustain-
ing the drive of the DOH 
and keep HCWs protected 
while at the same time pre-
venting the influx of pa-
tients into hospitals.

The first phase of 
the Bayanihan One Act, 
also known as the Bayani-
han to Heal as One, pro-
vided medical frontliners 
with personal protective 
equipment, accommoda-
tions, and risk allowanc-
es, among other benefits, 
as well as recruiting more 
of their colleagues to help 
them in their daily duties. 
Bayanihan 2, on the other 
hand, will concentrate on 

National Health care priotitized by Bayanihan 2
primary care and the im-
provement of the health 
system and its attendant 
benefits.

Health Under-
secretary Maria Rosaro 
Singh-Vergeire explained 
how Bayanihan 2 built 
on the accomplishments 
of Bayanihan 1, while 
continuing to fortify the 
response of the public 
and private health sec-
tors against the economy. 
“Bayanihan 1 was a call 
to both our public and our 
medical communities to 
unite in a common vision 
to bring healing to our 
coronavirus-besieged sec-
tors,” she said. 

“Bayanihan 2 takes 
the next steps forward in 
consolidating that healing 
through recovery, which is 
made possible by strength-
ening our health system 
structures while heeding 
the call of our HCWs for 

assistance and provisions.”
Usec Singh-Vergeire 

further emphasized the 
paramount role that medi-
cal frontliners play in curb-
ing the spread of the virus, 
and the reason why their 
health and safety must be 
prioritized. 

She said, “Our doc-
tors, nurses, and medical 
and health staff are our last 
line of defense and they 
need us more than ever.

 Through the Bayani-
han to Recover as One Act, 
we look forward to fur-
ther equipping our health 
system to not let anything 
hinder them from fulfilling 
their passion to heal and 
save lives.”

In total, PHP 4.5 bil-
lion was allocated for tem-
porary medical isolation 
and quarantine facilities, 
field hospitals, and expan-
sion of government hos-
pital capacity all over the 

country. 
This includes the 

P180 million that was 
set aside to pay for dor-
mitories, located in 12 
COVID-19 referral hospi-
tals, where frontliners can 
conveniently take a rest or 
sleep after their shifts.

About PHP 2.35 
billion was spent on the 
HCW’s accommodations, 
transportation, and meals, 
providing them respite 
from their day-to-day ex-
penses while serving in the 
line of duty. 

Free life insurance 
also allows them to have 
peace of mind as far as 

their financial security is 
concerned, as well as their 
families’.

In case an HCW gets 
infected and falls ill due to 
COVID-19 while perform-
ing their assigned tasks, 
compensation will be pro-
vided.

 The PHP 0.27 bil-
lion allocation will cover 
all HCWs who contracted 
COVID-19 from February 
1 onwards.

Specifically, provi-
sions for an infected HCW 
will be PHP15,000 for 
mild or moderate cases, 
PHP 100,000 for severe 
or critical illness, and PHP 

1 million in the event of 
death.

According to Usec. 
Singh-Vergeire, the help 
and support for the medi-
cal frontliners are critical 
in the nation’s response to 
the health crisis.

“Hindi pwedeng ma-
tigil ang suporta natin para 
sa ating healthcare work-
ers. Kung kailangan natin 
sila sa panahon ng pan-
demya, mas lalong kail-
angan rin nila ang tulong 
natin ngayon. Pinaka-im-
portanteng magtulungan 
tayong lahat sa krisis na 
‘to,” Usec. Singh-Vergeire 
stressed. Source: DOH
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 4-FC

CITY OF IMUS, CAVITE

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND
(otherwise known as PAG-IBIG FUND)   
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
  Mortgagee,  

           REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER
           ACT 3135 AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118
-versus-             F.C. No. 13061-15

MARIA ROWENA C. ORTIZ for herself and as 
Atty.-in-Fact of her husband FERNANDO S. ORTIZ III
  Mortgagors,
x-------------------------------------------------------------------------x

AMENDED NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE 

 Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135 
as amended by Act 4118 filed by HOME DEVELOPMENT 
MUTUAL FUND (PAG-IBIG FUND), mortgagee, with branch 
office at 14th Flr JELF Business Solutions Center, No. 409 
Shaw Blvd. Mandaluyong City against MARIA ROWENA C. 
ORTIZ  for herself and as Atty.-in-Fact of her husband FER-
NANDO S. ORTIZ III, mortgagors with residence and postal 
address at Lot 3/4, Block 1, Firenze Subdivision, Tanzang 
Luma, Imus, Cavite to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness 
which as of November 24, 2014 amounts to TWO MILLION 
EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY SIX THOUSAND FIVE HUN-
DRED SIX PESOS & 68/100 (Php2,886,506.68), Philippine 
Currency including interest and penalties, but excluding at-
torney’s fees, sheriff’s fees and all other charges incidental to 
this foreclosure and sale, the undersigned will sell at public 
auction on October 27, 2020 at 10:00 o’clock in the morn-
ing or soon thereafter at the main entrance of the Office of 
the Clerk of Court, RTC Imus City Hall of Justice, Aguinaldo 
Highway, Imus City, Cavite to the highest bidder, for CASH 
and in Philippine Currency, the following properties with all 
improvements therein, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE No. T-1291454

 “A parcel of land (Lot 3 Blk 1 of the cons. subd 
plan Pcs-04-021255 being a portion of Lot 3 Block 7, Pcs-
04-015994 & Lot 4-A, Psd-04-160056; LRC Rec. No. 8843) 
situated in Brgy. of Tanzang Luma, Mun. of Imus, Province of 
Cavite, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the N., along line 1-2 by 

Lot 2, Blk. 1 of the cons.subd. plan; on the NE., along line 2-3 
by Lot 4-B, Pcs-04-015994; on the S., along line 3-4 by Road 
Lot 2 ( 8.00 m wide); and on the W., along line 4-1 by Lot 5, 
Blk. 1 both of the cons. subd. plan x x x containing an area of 
SIXTY EIGHT (68) SQUARE METERS xxx”

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE No. T-1291455

 “A parcel of land (Lot 4 Blk 1 of the cons. subd plan 
Pcs-04-021255 being portion of Lot 3 and 4, Block 7 Pcs-04-
015994) situated in Brgy. Tanzang Luma, Mun. of Imus, Prov-
ince of Cavite, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the E., along line 
1-2 by  Lot 6, Blk 1; on the S., along line 2-3 by Road Lot 2 
(10.00 m wide); on the W., along line 3-4 by Lot 5; and on 
the N., along line 4-1 by Lot 2 both of Blk 1, all of the cons. 
subd. plan. x x x containing an area of FIFTY (50) SQUARE 
METERS xxx”

 All sealed bids must be submitted to the under-
signed on the above stated time and date.

 In the event the public auction should not take 
place on the said date, it shall be held on November 3, 2020 
at 10:00 o’clock in the morning without further notice.

 Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said properties and 
encumbrances therein if any there be.

 Imus, Cavite, Philippines, July 3, 2020
 
      EMMANUELLE H. FRANCISCO
       Sheriff IV

APPROVED

ARMIE A. FRANCISCO
       Clerk of Court V
OIC-Office of the Clerk of Court

COPY FURNISHED:

HOME DEVELOPMENT MUTUAL FUND (PAG-IBIG FUND)
14th Flr JELP Business Solution Center, No. 409 Shaw Blvd. 
Mandaluyong City

MARIA ROWENA C. ORTIZ and FERNANDO S. ORTIZ III
Lot 3/4, Block 1, Firenze Subdivision, Tanzang Luma, Imus, 
Cavite

CD-Sep 7, 14 & 21, 2020

Pabakunahan ang lahat ng batang wala pang limang (5) taong gulang laban sa 
polio. Abangan ang pagbabakuna sa inyong lugar. Tandaan, walang gamot sa Polio. 
Tanging bakuna lamang ang pinakamabisang paraan upang maiwasan ito.

SABAYANG PATAK KONTRA POLIO

Isa na namang pagpapakita ng malasakit ang ipinaramdam ng SK San Nicolas 
1 sa kanilang mga ka-barangay. Naghahandog sila ng libreng pag-xerox at printing sa 
mga mag-aaral sa kanilang lugar para sa modules na kanilang gagamitin sa parating 
na pasukan.Namigay din sila ng face masks at vitamins sa mga frontliners at health 
workers sa kanilang barangay at namahagi ng kahon-kahong mga bond papers at 
expanded envelopes sa mga paaralan na malapit  sa kanilang lugar. Salamat SK San 
Nicolas 1. Tunay na maipagmamalaki kayo ng Lungsod ng Bacoor!

City Government of Bacoor

birds with one stone.”
He said that walking 

and biking opens up vari-
ous benefits for the health 
of an individual; contrib-
ute to less air pollution; 
address and help in eas-
ing public transportation; 
and, most importantly, 
decrease the likelihood of 
COVID-19 transmission.

“We will not go 

wrong if we will give walk-
ing and biking a chance. 
Kahit saan mo tingnan, 
very beneficial. 

Ngayon, kailangan 
na lang ng pakikipagtu-
lungan at pakikiisa ng mga 
LGU para naman hindi 
lang malayo sa COVID-19 
ang mga tao, kundi maging 
ligtas din sila sa kanilang 
paglalakbay sa pamamag-
itan ng mga bike lane at 

walking paths na ito,” Ma-
laya said.

Complementary to 
the JAO, the DOH has pro-
duced a Health Promotion 
Playbook on Active Trans-
port in partnership with 
the DILG and civil society 
groups. 

The playbook aims 
to assist LGUs in rolling 
out their own bicycle lanes. 
It explains the health bene-

(From page 1) fits of, and contains techni-
cal instructions, including 
a template ordinance, im-
plementation plan, com-
munication materials, and 
a monitoring and evalua-
tion plan for a successful 
bicycle lane network.

Network of Cycling 
Lanes

Prior to the issu-
ance of the JAO, Malaya 
said that the DILG issued 
Memorandum Circular 
2020-100 in July stating 
the guidelines for the es-
tablishment of a network 
of cycling lanes and walk-
ing paths to support peo-
ple’s mobility.

“With the limited 
modes of transportation 
available today, people 

would understandably 
look for alternatives. As 
more and more people 
shift to biking as a way to 
get to their destinations, 
LGUs must be prepared to 
support them through the 
allotment of bike lanes to 
ensure their safety,” Mala-
ya said.

In the said memoran-
dum, LGUs are enjoined to 
review local road structures 
and determine sections 
that may be developed 
into a continuous cycling 
lanes network and walk-
ing paths, while ensuring 
active transport access to 
vital establishments, max-
imizing the use and value 
of street space, prioritizing 
safety and welfare of the 

users, and ensuring that 
people of all ages and abil-
ities can access services in 
the locality.

Malaya said that 
LGUs should revisit their 
existing Local Public 
Transport Route Plan (LP-
TRP) to properly plan, 
identify, and adopt the ap-
propriate engineering and 
infrastructure solutions of 
designated local roads to 
be converted or redesigned 
for cycling lanes and walk-
ing paths. 

To ensure proper 
support for active trans-
port, he recommended 
LGUs to enact policies and 
ordinances, and prescribe 
rules and regulation on the 
use of roads. Source: DILG

25 rankings for other indi-
cators like market capital-
ization, research talent in 
business enterprises, and 
high-technology manufac-
turing.  Under these indi-
cators, the DOST exhibit-
ed tangible initiatives as it 
continuously strengthened 
one of its flagship pro-
grams, the Small Enter-
prise Technology Upgrad-
ing Program (SETUP), 
geared at providing tech-
nical and financial assis-
tance to micro, small and 
medium enterprises in the 
regions. Records revealed 
that from 2017-2019, the 
total budget amounting to 
$213.2 million was shared 
by SETUP, the Science for 
Change Program, and the 
DOST Grants-in-Aid.

R&D as catalyst of 

change
In hindsight, the cre-

ation of the Science for 
Change Program (S4CP) 
in 2012 was somehow 
providential as it now car-
ries the torch for the DOST 
in its thrust to push innova-
tion to the limits through 
research and development.

The S4CP has a 
unique strategy that in-
volves the adoption of 
science, technology, and 
innovation (STI) by pro-
portionately spreading fi-
nancial support across all 
regions in the Philippines 
and by implementing ca-

pacity-building initiatives 
in partnership with aca-
demic institutions and in-
dustry stakeholders, thus 
creating a vibrant innova-
tion ecosystem.  

The Science for 
Change Program (S4CP) 
is composed of four ma-
jor components, namely: 
Niche Centers in the Re-
gions for R&D (NICER) 
with total R&D investment 
of P856 million already 
as of the first semester of 
2020; Collaborative R&D 
to Leverage Philippine 
Economy (CRADLE) with 
total investment of P 200 

million as of July 2020; 
R&D Leadership (RD-
Lead) Program with 32 
RD leaders composed of 
scientists, researchers, and 
engineers now working in 
14 regions and hosted by 
30 research institutions; 
and the Business Innova-
tion through S&T (BIST) 
for Industry Program that 
has already financed one 
(1) project involving pro-
duction of pharmaceutical 
grade ingredients worth 
P 11.7 million and estab-
lished 18 industry consul-
tations in the first half of 
the year.

Filipinnovation
A notable achieve-

ment for the Department 
of Science and Technol-
ogy in relation to the GII 
2020 was the inclusion in 
the report of an article by 
Secretary Fortunato T. de 
la Peña as Chapter 8 with 
the title, “Filipinnovation: 
Financing Science for the 
People”.

In that particular 
chapter, Secretary de la 
Peña enumerated the dif-
ferent R&D projects under 
the Science for Change 
Program and other flagship 
programs being imple-
mented with primary fo-
cus on funding grassroots 
innovation; promoting re-
gional capacity building; 
fostering symbiotic col-
laboration between the ac-
ademe and R&D institutes 
and industry stakeholders; 
and strengthening knowl-
edge transfer and technical 
assistance to micro, small, 
and medium enterprises.

Policy support
The innovation ini-

tiatives particularly of the 
DOST will prove futile if 
not fully backed up by leg-
islation, thus the enactment 
of Republic Act (RA) No. 
11293, or better known as 
the “Philippine Innovation 
Act” helped put muscle to 
the country’s innovation 
agenda.

The law was passed 
with the aim of boosting 
the Philippines’ global 

competitiveness by har-
nessing the power of sci-
ence, technology, and in-
novation.

It also paved the way 
for the establishment of the 
National Innovation Coun-
cil (NIC) that works on a 
whole-of-government ap-
proach involving the coor-
dination and collaboration 
of the different agencies 
of government to greatly 
improve the country’s in-
novation governance and 
create synergy.

Lastly, under Section 
28 of the Act, the National 
Economic and Develop-
ment Authority (NEDA), 
in close coordination with 
the Department of Science 
and Technology (DOST) 
and the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI), 
were mandated to prepare 
the Philippine Innovation 
Act’s Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR).

The Global Inno-
vation Index ranks world 
economies according to 
their innovation capabili-
ties. 

The Global Innova-
tion Index (GII), which 
is on its 13th edition, is 
co-published by Cornell 
University; INSEAD, one 
of the world's leading and 
largest graduate business 
schools; and the World 
Intellectual Property Or-
ganization (a specialized 
agency of the United Na-
tions). The report provides 
an annual ranking of the 
innovation capabilities 
and performance of dif-
ferent economies around 
the world.  (Rodolfo P. de 
Guzman/S&T Media Ser-
vice)

DILG looks to support biking 
as alternative transportation Country ranks 50th in global 

innovation index 2020
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Prevent COVID-19
Please wear mask 


